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Record of General Meeting 7pm 15 July 2026

Meeting venue: Campbell High School Library and online

Presentations

Gary Petherbridge, President of the Owners Corporation Network of the ACT gave a
presentation on community strata living, governance reform, apartment quality and
sustainability.

Gary outlined the work of the Owners Corporation Network (OCN), explaining that its
purpose is to advocate for apartment owners and residents as Canberra continues to increase
higher-density housing.

Key themes included:

Rapid growth of strata housing, with most future new homes expected to be
apartments or other strata developments.

The need for stronger legislation governing increasingly complex apartment
developments.

Environmental sustainability challenges including rooftop solar, EV charging
transition from gas to electricity and water efficiency.

Ongoing concerns about apartment construction quality, including cladding and
building defects.

The importance of educating owners about community living and responsibilities.
Better licensing and professional standards for strata managers.

Calls for stronger government oversight, including establishment of a Strata
Commissioner.

Advocacy for low-interest government loans to help apartment complexes fund
sustainability upgrades.

The need for planning, regulation and governance to kept pace with the growth of
apartment living.

Davina McCormick, Icon Water General Manager Customer Engagement gave a
presentation on infrastructure investment and Icon Water’s 2028-2033 price review, and
invited community input.
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https://www.ocnact.org.au/
https://www.iconwater.com.au/
https://www.iconwater.com.au/Community-and-Education/lets-talk-water-wastewater/2028-2033-price-review

Topics included:
e how water prices are determined
e the role of the Independent Competition and Regulatory Commission (ICRC)
e consultation with the community before submitting the pricing proposal
e balancing infrastructure investment with affordability

e the need for planning to address population growth, ageing infrastructure, climate
change, changing rainfall patterns, long-term water security and affordability
Community

e improving collaboration between Icon Water and ACT Government agencies on
water efficiency and urban greening.

There was concern about the proposed built-in annual increase of 6% pa in water rates plus
additional costs as notified for 2028-2033.

The meeting identified follow-up actions from the Icon Water presentation:
e Publish the presentation and supporting notes on the NCCC website.
e Encourage community participation in Icon Water's consultation survey.
e Update members on the existing Inner North Reticulation Project for recycled water

General Business

1. Attendance and apologies

Attendance: Ian Hubbard (President, Ainslie), Marcus Hipkins (Media Coordinator. Ainslie),
Committee members Ernestine Kirsch (Braddon), Marianne Albury-Colless (Reid), Stephen

Goodwin (O’Connor), Jane Goffman (Dickson, part of meeting) plus one anonymous NCCC
member.

2. Declaration of conflicts of interest

No conflicts were identified.

3. Acceptance of minutes of general meetings 18 March 2026 and 20 May 2026

This item is deferred to the September meeting, as the July meeting did not achieve a quorum.
Ian and Marianne agreed to fix typos and factual errors in the draft minutes.

5. Chair's report

Ian to circulate after the meeting

6. Treasurer's report

Bruce to circulate after the meeting.

7. General Business

Marcus has an approved version of the NCCC Missing Middle reforms submission for the
committee to consider, to replace the previous version.

NCCC Website: It has been proposed to consolidate North Canberra community websites
within the NCCC website. Some local groups prefer to continue managing their own websites.
A mixed model (choice to opt-in or opt-out) appeared more acceptable than a fully centralised
approach.

Discussion of community planning issues:
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e disappointment over the completion of the Ainslie mobile phone tower

e concerns about government consultation and planning processes

e replacing the NCCC "missing middle" planning submission with an updated version
e new Missing Middle design guidance

e community frustration that consultation often appears to have little influence on
planning decisions.

Discussion of heritage and environment issues

e National Trust 2026 ACT Region Heritage Symposium at the Film and Sound Archive
9 30 am to 4 pm on Saturday 15 August. There is a speaker on Food, which may be
relevant to the proposed Community Garden at 91a.

e Wakefield Gardens
e community participation in heritage management
e increasing urban tree canopy
e opportunities for greening neighbourhoods
e protecting community land from redevelopment.
8. Possible guest speakers for the September general meeting

Potential future speakers were suggested on urban greening, Landcare, heritage, climate
resilience, community consultation and the role of community organisations in greening their
suburbs e.g. microforests.

e Prof Ed Wensing of ANU, in relation to the Conservation Council’s Western Edge
video.

e Dr Maxine Cooper, former ACT Commissioner for Sustainability and the
Environment, and former chair of the ACT and Region Catchment Management
Coordination Group.

e Ellen Buckle chair of Landcare ACT.

Next meetings: Committee meeting 7 pm 19 August 2026 and General meeting 7
pm 16 September 2026 (Draft September topic: Is anyone listening? The
Government conducts consultation processes but there is little evidence that issues
raised by the community are addressed in development approval processes.)

Page 3 of 3


https://conservationcouncil.org.au/blog/2026/07/13/on-the-edge-is-now-live-online/
https://conservationcouncil.org.au/blog/2026/07/13/on-the-edge-is-now-live-online/
https://landcareact.org.au/

