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Protecting, promoting and enhancing the economic, cultural, social and environmental well-being of the
residents of North Canberra

The North Canberra Community Council receives funding and support from the ACT Government

Draft 2 Minutes: Committee Meeting 7pm 17 June 2026

Venue: Campbell High School Conference Room or by Zoom

1. Attendance and apologies

Attendance: Ian Hubbard (Chair), Leon Arundell (Secretary), Bruce Smith (Treasurer),
Marcus Hipkins (Media coordinator), Merinda Nash (Watson), Ernestine Kirsch (Braddon),
Karlene Dickens (Lyneham), Marianne Albury-Colless (Reid),

Apologies: Jochen Zeil (Public Officer), Khoi Hoang (Lyneham)
2. Declarations of conflict of interest

3. Acceptance of minutes of committee meeting 15 April 2026
Accepted (Moved Marianne, Seconded Marcus)

4. Matters arising from the minutes
Jochen is yet to provide a draft basis for discussion of planning issues with MLAs

5. Chair’s report

There was some media coverage of the issues relating to the Ainslie Volcanics and
telecommunications tower issue.

The Missing Middle legislation was passed last week.

6. Treasurer's report

Bruce reported that the current balance of the NCCC account is $5974.01. He thanked the
Associations who responded to his requests for finalisation of expenditure and circulated, for
the information of the Committee, a table setting out 2025-26 expenditure, against the
expenditure approved by the Committee.

7. NCCC Submission to Inquiry i
The NCCC made a submission. [an and Marcus will appear tomorrow before the committee.

NCCC submission to Inquiry into Planning (Missing Middle
Housing) Amendment Bill 2026

See agenda item 10.
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https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/inquiry-into-dpa-07
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/inquiry-into-dpa-07
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/3068267/Submission-016-North-Canberra-Community-Council.pdf
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/planning-missing-middle-housing-amendment-bill-2026
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/planning-missing-middle-housing-amendment-bill-2026

8. Potential guest speakers for future meetings

July: Planning panel
Leon and Ian agreed to discuss the final list of invitees

July or September: Icon Water plus strata tenants association

Leon is confirm with Icon water, and ask Claire for contact details for the strata tenants
association.

9. Constitution issues (lan & Leon)

Committee members (Rule 71)

Leon reported that all committee members are now NCCC members.
Dispute resolution (Rules 114 to 123 of the constitution) and Disciplinary action
(Rules 103 to 112)

We agreed that Bruce, lan and Leon would investigate options for ensuring that our
constitution complies with Sections 65B (Dispute resolution) and Section 65C (Disciplinary
action) of the Associations Incorporation Act.

10. Process for approval of NCCC submissions

Th committee discussed issues relating to text being added to the NCCC submission to the
Inquiry into Planning (Missing Middle Housing) Amendment Bill 2026 after the submission’s
wording had been agreed by the committee.

We agreed for Marcus to inquire about whether the government will remove our submission
from the inquiry website, and for the submission to be removed if the government agrees.

11. Possible submissions
No possible forthcoming submissions were identified

12. Venue organiser and minute taker for July General General
Meeting

Ian, Marcus and Marianne agreed to organise access to the Campbell High School Library
venue for the July General meeting meeting, in Leon’s absence.

13. Resident association reports (attached below)

14. Any other business

14.1 NCCC response to homeless issue raised by Carlo Guaia on 14 June
The committee decided that the NCCC will not to pursue this issue.
14.2 Should future NCCC meetings be conducted in person and/or by Zoom?

The committee agreed that General Meetings should continue to be held both face to
face and online, and that Committee meetings should be held online only.

14.3 A unified website for the NCCC and its member organisations

Bruce noted that the NCCC is providing substantial funding for individual websites for
noth Canberra resident associations, and that there is scope for cost savings through
having a single combined website.

The committee agreed that Bruce should discuss that possibility with our webmaster
Lance Williamson, and report back to the committee.

14.4 Planning priorities
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https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/act/consol_act/aia1991307/s65c.html
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/1991-46
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/planning-missing-middle-housing-amendment-bill-2026

The Planning Minister’s Statement of Planning Priorities 2025-2028 includes a key
priority to support community needs across the ACT. It states, “an immediate priority
will be to plan and identify more community facility sites for release. Community needs
assessments, as an important planning tool, will inform where and what community
facilities are needed in future.”

The committee agreed to invite north Canberra residents associations to identify and
report significant community facility sites within their suburbs, and to identify
Assessment Outcomes for inclusion in Zone Policies for Residential, Commercial,
Industrial, Community Facility, Parks and Recreation, Transport and Services and
Non-Urban Zone Policies.

Next meetings
General meeting 15 July.

Committee meeting 19 August.
Any member of the Council or the public may attend Committee meetings as an observer.
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https://www.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/2969928/statement-of-planning-priorities-2025-2028.pdf
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/DownloadFile/ni/2023-540/copy/174650/PDF/2023-540.PDF
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/DownloadFile/ni/2023-540/copy/182245/PDF/2023-540.PDF
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/DownloadFile/ni/2023-540/copy/173674/PDF/2023-540.PDF
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/DownloadFile/ni/2023-540/copy/173675/PDF/2023-540.PDF
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/DownloadFile/ni/2023-540/copy/173676/PDF/2023-540.PDF
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/DownloadFile/ni/2023-540/copy/178553/PDF/2023-540.PDF
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/DownloadFile/ni/2023-540/copy/173677/PDF/2023-540.PDF

Resident Association June 2026 reports
Downer Community Association

Our five year lease on the Downer Centre expired in March 2023. On 4 June this year the
government offered us a 67 page "Licence Agreement" for the coming five years, and gave us
until 5 July to accept it.

On 29 May we invited Kurrajong MLA Thomas Emerson to sponsor our petition for safety
measures on the road to the parking area behind the Downer shops. We look forward to his
response.

We have agreed to offer "grants," in the form of reduced room hire rates, to people who offer
activities that are of benefit to the Downer community.

For safety reasons, we declined a request to hire a room for an activity involving blowtorches.
Downer residents provided feedback on the design for the proposed Downer public toilet, at a
"pop-up" stall on 23 May.

Our new website (downer.asn.au/ seems to be working well It has successfully forwarded
several applications for new memberships which suggests people are visiting the website.

We made a submission on the Tradies DA version 2, confirming our support of the
submission by the Dickson Resident’s Group.

Reid Residents’ Association

HIGHLIGHTS

1. ‘Building Reid’

We have a very dedicated working group finalising the planning for the ‘Building Reid’
event, Sunday 18 October, Dirrawan Gardens, based around Reid Preschool. This event will

feature the how, what, when and why of Reid’s existence. We are hoping to have lots of fun,
lots to see and eat and do!!

2. Mandatory Requirements: Reid Housing Precinct

After meeting with Heritage Council and Unit and Bren Burkevics, in his role as Executive
Group Manager, EHP Group, regarding the lack of enforcement of mandated requirements in
Reid we have received confirmation that Heritage ACT will undertake to address the concerns
raised relating to streetscapes, unity of form, new work, extensions and planting areas.

We understand that further work will include:

» approaches to strengthening understanding and application of heritage requirements among
planning officials, proponents and property owners; and

* how matters such as character and streetscape have been addressed through recent
development assessment processes.

3. Reid Park Sports Ground pavilion (RPSG) ‘Female friendly ‘upgrade
We have been informed that the upgrade is now being implemented.
ISSUES

4. Speeding and rat running through Reid

Patiently awaiting for the installation of a 40km/h sign near the Reid Pre-school Unit and we
still regard the traffic issue as work in progress!

5. Reid Park Sports Ground (RPSG) Conservation Management Plan (CMP)
Yet again and again, no correspondence from the ACT Heritage Council as yet on this
matter.

Friends of Ainslie Volcanics Grasslands

Planting
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https://downer.asn.au/about-us/

The team has been working flat out with 40 Button Wrinkleworts (Rutidosis
leptorrynchoides), a perennial, nationally endangered herb/forb (daisy family) and 27
Kurrajongs (Brachychiton populneus) planted, watered, mulched and ‘guarded’. The plant
guards on the Button Wrinkleworts have been labelled specifying its endangered status.

It was terrific to have the assistance of Janelle Friend, Project Officer, Molonglo Conservation
Group, who is qualified to use an auger. Using that hefty auger made the going very much
easier than the first effort which was done by hand. Actually, both were seriously hard yakka
but it’s so good to see what’s been accomplished.

Issues

1. Telecommunications tower and wrong species and wrong site!

Indara has erected a wire panel fence to mark the area designated for the 25m
telecommunication tower commissioned by Optus and Vodaphone. Residents have expressed
their views clearly with a banner facing Limestone Avenue. Apart from the lack of social
support regarding this site as a suitable location for an intrusive tower with its various
apparatus, a safety fence and a line of trees it is extraordinary that a delegate has signed off a
landscape list of plants most of which should NOT be planted on this site.

2. Statement of Requirements ...

While it seems to be duplication (a Conservation Management was completed in December
2023 and these always cost the ACT Budget) we are still waiting on ‘if and when’ a Statement
of Requirements for Ecological Values and Constraints Assessment/Ainslie Volcanics will be

undertaken. The world is a curious place!
3. Camping site
The camping site is still there and, given the weather, surely there’s a better solution.
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