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info@northcanberra.org.au
www.northcanberra.org.au

Protecting, promoting and enhancing the economic, cultural, social and environmental well-being of the  
residents of North Canberra

The North Canberra Community Council receives funding and support from the ACT Government 

Draft 3 Minutes: Committee Meeting 7pm 15 April 2026 (by Zoom)

1. Attendance and apologies
Attendance: Ian Hubbard (Chair), Leon Arundell (Secretary), Bruce Smith (Treasurer), 
Marcus Hipkins (Media Coordinator), Ernestine Kirsch (Braddon), Stephen Goodwin 
(O’Connor), Marianne Albury-Colless (Reid), Petra Lean (Watson).

Observers: Jochen Zeil (Public Officer), Emily

2. Acceptance of minutes of committee meeting 18 February 
2026
The draft Minutes were accepted, subject to correction of some typos.

3. Matters arising from the minutes
Jochen agreed to draft a basis for discussion of planning issues with MLAs. 

4. Chair’s report
Ian acknowledged the work that had gone into the Council’s submission to the Inquiry into 
Financial Management and Government Procurement Legislative Compliance, the Council’s 
representation on the 2nd notification for the hotel proposal on the former Braddon Bowls 
Club site (Elder Street)', and comments on the ACT Aquatic Strategy.

There was a discussion about possible models for how the NCCC, and other Community 
Councils, could be better connected with relevant ACT Government officials (including the 
model of the Bicycle Advisory Group (BAG) which coordinates cycling NGO input to the 
ACT Government).

5. Treasurer's report
Bruce provided a financial statement, and reported that the current balance of the NCCC 
account is $6,025.93. He noted that Council expenditure is on track.

6. NCCC submission on the draft ACT Nature Conservation 
Strategy
Leon reported that he did not draft a NCCC submission on the draft ACT Nature 
Conservation Strategy.

7. NCCC submission to the Inquiry into Financial Management 
and Government Procurement Legislative Compliance
The committee noted the NCCC’s submission , and commended Marcus for his efforts in 
preparing it.

https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/select-committee-on-financial-management-and-government-procurement-act/inquiry-into-financial-management-and-government-procurement-act
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/select-committee-on-financial-management-and-government-procurement-act/inquiry-into-financial-management-and-government-procurement-act
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8. Possible follow-up NCCC Submission to Inquiry into 
proposed rezoning of former Braddon Bowls Club site
Ernestine will consider drafting a NCCC submission, based on our previous submission on 
the proposed re-zoning.

9. Guest speakers for future meetings
Marcus agreed to follow up with Dee Kneipp of NBNCo ACT on her offer to provide a short 
update on the NBN Fibre Upgrade Program at our May General Meeting,

Bruce agreed to circulate a draft email of support to Sandra Fisk (Project Manager for the 
StreetBeat Public Accessible AED Initiative) in response to her request to present at our May 
General Meeting.

Marianne agreed to organise a presentation on Stage 1 of the construction of the, UNSW 
Canberra City Campus

Ian agreed to explore the possibility of a “social connector” as a guest speaker.

Leon agreed to draft an invitation to Planning and Development Minister Chris   Steel  , to 
discuss his Statement of Planning Priorities at a future general meeting. We may invite 
Liberal (Deborah Morris) and Greens (Jo   Clay  ) planning and development spokespeople to 
present at future general meetings.

10. Constitution issues
Leon agreed to work with Ian to address the issue of current committee members who may 
not yet have become NCCC members (as required by Rule 71 of the constitution).

Leon and Ian agreed to work together to propose actions to address issues relating to dispute 
resolution and disciplinary action.

Leon agreed to include a declaration of conflict of interest item in future meeting agendas.

11. Resident association reports (attached below)

12. Any other business
 Possible NCCC submission to Inquiry into Planning (Missing Middle Housing) 

Amendment Bill 2026. Submissions close on 30 April.

◦ Ian will consult with Jane and Gene (Dickson Residents Association) on a possible 
NCCC submission.

 Leon agreed to prepare an item for the NCCC website about Draft Territory Plan 
Amendment 12 – Brindabella Christian College car park, with a link to the Lyneham 
Community Association’s Save Lyneham Oval web page.

Next meetings
General meeting 20 May.

Committee meeting 17 June.
Any member of the Council or the public may attend Committee meetings as an observer.

https://lyneham.org.au/dpa-12/
https://www.planning.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/3028292/draft-plan-amendment-12-brindabella-christian-college-car-park.pdf
https://www.planning.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/3028292/draft-plan-amendment-12-brindabella-christian-college-car-park.pdf
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/planning-missing-middle-housing-amendment-bill-2026
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/planning-missing-middle-housing-amendment-bill-2026
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/members/current/clay
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/members/current/morris
https://www.act.gov.au/open/act-minister-for-planning-statement-of-planning-priorities
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/members/current/steel
https://goodloop.au/projects/streetbeat-aed-program
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/inquiry-into-dpa-07
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees-11th-assembly/EPC/inquiry-into-dpa-07
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Resident Association April 2026 reports
Downer Community Association (provided 16 April)

The ACT Government now expects to provide the Downer Community Association with a 
new lease for the Downer Centre, by the end of this financial year. Our previous five year 
lease came due for renewal in March 2023.

We agreed to a Budget submission for the allocation of sufficient funding to provide Downer 
with one standard public toilet, one toilet with baby change facilities, and directions to the 
nearest available toilet in case the Downer toilets are unavailable.

Reid Residents’ Association

HIGHLIGHTS

1. Reid Park Sports Ground pavilion ‘Female friendly’ upgrade The ‘Female friendly’ 
upgrade apparently is superficial and will not involve any major construction work.

2. Special General Meeting 25 March: We were very pleased to have refreshed the RRA 
Constitution in line with Model Rules.

3. AGM: 25 March

Thomas Emerson, Independent member for the Electorate of Kurrajong, was our guest 
speaker and his capacity for understanding the issues and activities of North Canberra, and 
Reid specifically demonstrates a cogent understanding of the various issues.

Luke Garner, Project Manager, UNSW provided an update for Stage 1, Canberra City 
Campus and I would strongly recommend he is invited to a future NCCC meeting. The 
UNSW Campus will provide an excellent addition to North Canberra both academically and 
provision of facilities.

New committee: Marianne Albury-Colless President; Robyn Bergin Secretary; Derk 
Swieringa Treasurer and Public Officer; Anne Buttsworth AM PSM, Sue Byrne, Gary Fan, 
Molly Henman, John Henderson and John Tucker as Committee Members.

4. Precursors to Modernism: lunchtime talk with Eric Martin AM 23 April

The National Trust (ACT) and RRA are staging this ACT Heritage Festival event at the 
Australian Institute of Architects.

ISSUES

5. Reid Park Sports Ground (RPSG) Conservation Management Plan (CMP) Still no 
correspondence from the ACT Heritage Council that would indicate they have confirmed the 
CMP. We hope to include discussion on this matter in a Zoom meeting on 30 April 2026 at 
10:00 am - 11:00 principally to discuss point 5 below.

6. Reid streetscapes – heritage values and non-compliance with mandatory requirements

Meeting as mentioned above to discuss the lack of enforcement with mandatory heritage 
requirements. Joining us in this meeting will be representatives from Kingston and Barton 
Residents Group Inc. They have exactly the same issues.

7. Speeding and rat running through Reid

We have had a response from the Chief Minister, Andrew Barr MP who has referred our 
issues to the office of Ms Tara Cheyne MLA, the Minister for City and Government Services, 
to look at the matter and respond to us. We hope to hear from Minister Cheyne soon as 
accidents occur far too often (particularly at the corner of Euree and Currong streets) and, to 
improve safety, require both signage and speed bumps.
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