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PO Box 396 

Dickson ACT 2602 

info@northcanberra.org.au 

www.northcanberra.org.au 

Protecting, promoting and enhancing the economic, cultural, social and environmental well-being of the 

residents of North Canberra 

The North Canberra Community Council receives funding and support from the ACT Government  

Minutes: Committee Meeting 7pm 18 June 2025 

 

Attendance and apologies 

Attendance: Ian Hubbard (Secretary), Ernestine Kirsch, Marcus Hipkins (media coordinator), 

Jude Holohan, Patricia Luxford, Marianne Albury-Colless, Simon Clarke, Bruce Smith 

(Treasurer), 

Apologies: Jochen Zeil, Leon Arundell 

General Business: 

Acceptance of minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes of the Committee meeting of 16 April were approved. 

Ainslie Football Club update - reported that: 

• the club’s application for a childcare centre subdivision has been approved.  Marcus noted 

that it is possible that this is more likely to be used for high density residential. 

• The Planning Authority has recommended that large parts of the northern part of the site 

be rezoned to allow high density residential (despite 80% of submissions opposing it).  

This has been recommended to the Planning Minister and has been referred to the 

Planning Committee of the Legislative Assembly.  The Committee has three weeks to 

decide whether to undertake a report – a petition has been circulated stating that a report 

should be done.  If the Planning Committee does do this, it should provide an opportunity 

for further engagement.   

Braddon Hotel and Wellness Centre - reported that: 

• There has been no feedback on the Bullen DA for the 7-storey development for the last 18 

months.  There were 51 representations on the DA.  We are in a holding pattern waiting 

for a new DA.  

• There is a disparity between the time the community gets to comment (2-3 weeks) and 18 

months for the developer to respond.  

• Ian emphasized the imbalance between developers, who have paid professionals, and 

community volunteers who must quickly review extensive documents and potentially 

repeat the process. They agreed to document these issues to illustrate the challenges faced 

by communities in the development application process. 
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Ainslie Telecommunications tower - Marianne reported that: 

• We have received a letter from Chris Steel’s office stating that the issue is covered by 

Commonwealth law and is outside ACT jurisdiction.  The letter also stated that advice 

will be sought from landscape architects rather than environmentalists. 

• Ernestine suggested forwarding the concerns to Alicia Payne, who could raise them with 

the Communications Minister. 

• Marianne has discussed with David Pocock’s office parallels between this issue and the 

proposals for a crematorium adjacent to Callum Brae reserve.  She suggested they go to 

the Law Society for possible pro bono assistance. 

• The Committee discussed the importance of strategic engagement in community planning 

processes, given the complexity and potential for exhaustion in navigating bureaucratic 

systems 

Concerns Over 'Missing Middle' Policy –Discussion about the missing middle and the 

Government’s plans for rezoning: 

It is highly unlikely that further development in inner suburbs will result in affordable 

housing or increased public housing. Ernestine shared that two-story townhouses in 

Turner were now selling for $2 million each, contradicting claims that the policy would 

increase affordability. The response in workshops acknowledges that the new housing will 

not be affordable, but will free up additional housing 

Marcus detailed that the changes would remove density limitations across residential 

zones, allowing for potentially up to 10+ apartments per 1000 square meter block. 

While the marketing around the policy focused on small-scale developments, the actual 

changes could significantly alter streetscapes and canopies, potentially leading to 

community resistance.  There will be limited protections for neighbours for inappropriate 

development. 

Densification is inevitable, but it all depends on how it is done and the pace of 

development.  Townhouses may be a better way to go than apartments. There are also 

environmental concerns about frequent knock-down rebuilds.  

The Committee agreed to submit comments on the policy changes, with Ian suggesting a 

focus on the missing elements of environmental sustainability and affordable housing in 

their submission.  It was agreed to put in a submission on the Missing Middle – short and 

focussed. 

Treasurer’s Report – Bruce reported that the current balance of the account is $5,014.26 and 

that the Council received a refund from ACAT on 10 June for $774 for the fees we paid for 

the appeal regarding the mobile communications tower. 

Commonwealth Park redevelopment - Marianne expressed concerns about a proposed plan 

for Commonwealth Park, which she described as overly commercial, environmentally short-

sighted, and aesthetically woeful.  

Future meetings 

The next meetings are 16/7/2025 General Meeting; 20/8/2025 Committee Meeting  


