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PO Box 396 

Dickson ACT 2602 

info@northcanberra.org.au 

www.northcanberra.org.au 

Protecting, promoting and enhancing the economic, cultural, social and environmental well-being of the 

residents of North Canberra 

The North Canberra Community Council receives funding and support from the ACT Government  

Minutes: General Meeting 7pm 16 July 2025 
Held online via Zoom   

 

Minute taker for the meeting: Ernestine Kirsch 

Attendance: Ian Hubbard (Acting Chair), Bruce Smith, Marcus Hipkins, Leon Arundell, 

Ernestine Kirsch, Gene McGlynn, Patricia Luxford, Claire Miles, Amy Carrad, Margaret 

Dudley, Frances (Ainslie), Peter Wishart, Peter Johns, John Elliffe, Simon Clarke, Catherine 

Cronan, Marianne Albury-Colless, Sue and Steve Dyer, Jane Goffman, Hannah, Geoff 

Davidson. 

Guests: Professor Chris Wallace, University of Canberra; Thomas Emerson, MLA for 

Kurrajong 

Apologies: Jochen Zeil, Stephen Goodwin, Morgan Ritchings. 

Guest Presentations 

Professor Chris Wallace, University of Canberra 

Professor Chris Wallace presented on the policy report ‘Thriving Canberra: Better and Fairer 

Utilisation of CFZ land in Canberra’ published by Centre for a Better Canberra in 2024. 

https://www.canberra.edu.au/about-uc/fab-cbr/ 

Professor Wallace gave an overview of the findings of the report, including: 

• underutilized community land in Canberra being the equivalent of the size of the 

suburb of O'Connor (land identified in the study excluded ovals and schools) 

• whilst early post-war land was distributed to community groups, this practice largely 

stopped, leaving legacy organizations with land resources while new groups have 

struggle to access them (example given of migrant groups struggling to find suitable 

locations for worship compared to land allocation in the past to Christian churches) 

• the importance of non-commercial public spaces for community cohesion and social 

well-being, noting that the issue extends beyond Canberra to cities where (such as 

https://www.canberra.edu.au/about-uc/fab-cbr/
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areas of the Sydney coastline) where beachfronts and community spaces have been 

privatised and are unavailable to public access 

• the need to better share land resources in Canberra for community use – the 

government needs to have oversight of how community land is distributed 

• the various challenges, including legacy management and the tension between 

preserving open spaces and providing more housing 

• possible solutions presented:  

o creating a "Tinder"-type app for land and community groups to share use of 

facilities and public space 

o implementing sunset clauses in leases over CFZ land 

o establishing a community land trust to ensure land remains dedicated to 

community use (instead of handing to developers and removing community 

access) 

• Professor Wallace highlighted the importance of consultation and co-design in 

addressing these issues (ensure the use of community space reflects community need), 

and need for a structure to facilitate further dialogue. 

Professor Wallace proposed using the Centre for a Better Canberra CFZ report as a basis for a 

legislative assembly inquiry to gather community input and engage government in addressing 

the issue. 

Discussion 

Bruce Smith raised the intersection between underutilised community land and the need for 

housing, particularly where sporting groups are rezoning land for residential housing as an 

alternative income stream. Marcus Hipkins noted the net loss to the community and the 

benefit to a small number of people. Professor Wallace noted the need to generate income, 

and provide more housing, but many community groups that have land tenure do not have the 

resources or knowledge to activate their land. 

Marianne Albury-Colless expressed concerns about the government's current approach to 

community engagement and consultation, whereby the outcome of the consultation process is 

often predetermined. Ian Hubbard supported the idea of a community facilities taskforce with 

strong community representation.  

The group discussed the importance of protecting community land from commercialization 

and the potential of a community land trust model. Gene McGlynn suggested gathering data 

on the amount of ‘lost’ community land to strengthen the argument for action. 

Professor Wallace clarified her position on churches and community facilities, emphasizing 

the need to revamp the current system to meet contemporary needs. Ian Hubbard expressed 

appreciation for Professor Wallace’s ideas and discussed the potential for a community 

facilities taskforce and a community land trust for community facilities. 

Thomas Emerson, MLA for Kurrajong 

Mr Emerson gave an overview of the proposal to create a shared community facility in 

Wakefield Gardens, including: 
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• updates on community efforts to restore the derelict building on the Wakefield 

Gardens site, Ainslie, including potential uses such as a community hub, a 

sustainability precinct, community garden/urban farm, and improved playground 

facilities 

• Mr Emerson is sponsoring a petition on the proposal: 

https://epetitions.parliament.act.gov.au/details/e-pet-033-25 

• his advocacy efforts for a community building, noting that the preference is for it to be 

repurposed a community hub 

• a website is being developed to support the community campaign. 

Other issues raised by Mr Emerson included: 

• issues regarding the installation of telecommunications towers, highlighting 

community concerns and legislative efforts to address them (Bill introduced by Shane 

Rattenbury MLA was voted down) 

o keen to explore options for better forward planning, ensuring the community 

has input into the locations for these towers 

o mapping of facilities is not happening across the ACT 

• the development of a new intergenerational well-being Bill, aimed at improving 

government accountability and community consultation 

o the ACT Government has a wellbeing framework but there are no targets 

within the framework 

o how community land is used will be part of this conversation 

• the government's proposal for charging for Working With Children checks for 

volunteer groups (effectively a volunteer tax) expressing concerns about its optics and 

impact on volunteers 

• lighting issues around the lake and follow up with the National Capital Authority on 

interim solutions for broken lights. 

Discussion 

Marcus Hipkins raised the challenges of retaining community facilities in the public domain, 

noting that many sites (e.g. Canberra City Bowling Club) are demolished due to financial 

losses, with owners opting to repurpose or rezone land for more profitable ventures.  

Mr Emerson suggested that publicly owned and operated community facilities could mitigate 

these risks, emphasizing the need for long-term government investment that considers 

positive externalities, such as health benefits, even if the facilities are not financially viable. 

He highlighted the importance of cross-departmental thinking and budgeting to support such 

investments, which could lead to cost savings in other areas like healthcare. 

Marianne Albury-Colless raised concerns about the shabby condition of major Canberra 

entrances such as Morshead Drive and Parkes Way (road tunnels are poorly maintained and 

covered in graffiti). Marianne also flagged the recent National Capital Authority’s proposal to 

activate Commonwealth Park which ignores the heritage values of the park. 

https://epetitions.parliament.act.gov.au/details/e-pet-033-25
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Mr Emerson noted that Labor's dual-level government presence presents an opportunity to 

push for improved capital investment to address these issues. Ernestine Kirsch noted the 

potential of the City Renewal Authority’s creative hoardings program to mitigate the graffiti 

issues around construction sites. 

Ernestine Kirsch highlighted issues with the Salthouse community centre's underutilization 

due to high rental costs. Mr Emerson committed to following up at Estimates regarding the 

community facility rental rates for the Salthouse community centre and utilization tracking. 

Ernestine also raised a proposal to mandate that developers keep footpath access during 

construction periods, which Mr Emerson supported and mentioned new fees introduced in the 

recent ACT budget to discourage such closures. The Braddon Collective will send to Mr 

Emerson a submission report outlining community feedback on this issue. 

General Business 

Marcus Hipkins noted the "missing middle" planning reforms, with Marcus reporting limited 

community engagement and Ian Hubbard noting the need for coordinated submissions during 

the consultation period. Ian emphasized that the reforms aim to increase housing supply but 

may not necessarily result in affordable housing.  

Next steps 

• NCCC Committee: Marcus to coordinate with Ian to prepare and circulate the missing 

middle submission before the deadline. Committee members to review and provide 

comments on the missing middle housing document, particularly focusing on 

clarification needed for height, setbacks, and design guide impact. 

Next meeting: 

Committee meeting at 7pm 20 August 2025 
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Reid Residents’ Association (RRA) report to North Canberra Community 

Council  

July 2024 

HIGHLIGHTS 

1. Reid Park Sports Ground (RPSG) – Conservation Management Plan 

We have now received the Arborist report from Canopy Tree Experts Pty Ltd. This 
report has mapped, identified and provided comments on tree/health. This report has 
been forwarded to Daniel Iglesies, Bren Burkevics, Luke Halpin & Rachael Dawes. 

 

2. Age Friendly Suburbs program 

This program appears to have been completed. We have requested the 
disaggregated data to see what Reid residents actually said about how Reid could be 
made more age-friendly in contrast to the other 3 suburbs included in this particular 
phase of the project. We understand that a report is being prepared that will provide 
this information. Thus far we have noted quite a lot of newly laid concrete paths to 
bus stops etc. which of course assists pedestrian traffic. However, we understand 
that the main concern of Reid residents to be the speed of traffic along Currong and 
Coranderrk streets. Possibly a remit issue with the project not having the capacity to 
address the real safety issues in our suburb.  

 

3. RRA’s 80th Anniversary 

Invitations will be delivered to residents and friends of Reid to join us on Wednesday 

14 August 2024 at the Mercure Canberra/Hotel Ainslie/Ainslie Rex/Olims Canberra 

Hotel (all the one hotel) for drinks and canapés. Booking (open 20 July) details are: 

https://www.trybooking.com/CTOWZ 

 

4. Heritage 

I. ACT Region Heritage Symposium 2024 

Theme: Planning for Heritage 

Saturday 17 August 2024 

www.nationaltrust.org.au/event/act-region-heritage-symposium-2024/ 

 

ii. ACT National Trust Heritage Awards 2024 

Nominations open on Tuesday, 28 May 2024 and will be accepted until Friday, 19 

July 2024 (date extended). 

 

These awards recognise projects that make a significant contribution to preserving or 

promoting the heritage of the ACT. We welcome nomination of any project which 

promotes the conservation of, or fosters public knowledge about, places, objects and 

issues that are significant to the heritage of the ACT.  

https://www.trybooking.com/CTOWZ
http://www.nationaltrust.org.au/event/act-region-heritage-symposium-2024/
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www.nationaltrust.org.au/act-heritage-awards-

2024/#:~:text=Nominations%20open%20on%20Tuesday%2C%2028,the%20heritage

%20of%20the%20ACT. 

 

5. Constitution 

We understand that as RRA is a non-profit body, we do not need to change our 

constitution. Would welcome advice on this matter. 

__________________________________ 

 

Downer Community Association 

Our five year lease the Downer Community Centre expired in March. We are  

still waiting on advice from the ACT Government about renewal of the lease. 

 

All rooms in the Downer Community Centre how have electric reverse cycle  

heating and cooling, and the gas heaters have been removed. This is  

thanks in part to a grant from the Dickson Tradies. 

 

Leon Arundell 

Downer Community Association rep. 
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