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NCCC Press Release 23 May 2011
The Elephants in Majura Valley

The North Canberra Community Council (NCCC) has questioned the proposed route of the
planned Realignment of Majura Road.

The Chair of NCCC, Jochen Zeil, has said that while the NCCC agrees that an Upgrade to the
road is needed, the proposed Realignment is more expensive and more damaging to both
heritage values and to endangered ecological communities, compared with upgrading the
existing road.

Mr Zeil stated, “The planning documents make it clear that the real reason for the
unnecessarily expensive and environmentally damaging major realignment of the Parkway is
to enable a future Very High Speed Train (VHST) to connect to Canberra Airport, rather than
to the Canberra CBD and Federal and ACT Government Agencies.”

“Expensive road design is thus driven by implicit support for Canberra Airport’s plan to
become Sydney’s second airport and a night freight hub.”

“If the proposed VHST corridor serving an Airport terminal is the key criterion for the
expensive Majura Parkway realignment, then there needs to be full and frank public
discussion about such a proposal.” Mr Zeil continued.

“It would be better and cheaper to keep to the ACT Government’s original plan and upgrade
the existing Majura Road route to Parkway standard,”

Mr Zeil noted, “The Majura Parkway Environmental Impact Statement states that upgrading
the current route instead of realigning it would have: ‘the least impact on existing
developments..., does not have significant ecological, cultural heritage or land management
impacts and would ...[reduce] the need for large amounts of capital outlay over a short
period of time.”” [EIS Appendix M, p.3]

Mr Zeil went on to point out that the road plans need to be seen in the context of the ACT
Eastern Broadacre Economic and Strategic Planning Direction Study released in 2010 and of
suggestions to develop a township at Kowen forest.

“The Broadacre study suggests that Majura Valley could become a traditional light industry
employment corridor, neglecting crucial aspects such as induced traffic, fragmentation of
unique and endangered ecological communities and the need for Canberra to become a
more compact city.”

“Plans for a road realignment, for light industry, for a night freight hub, for a fast train
travelling down the wrong valley and for a new township in Kowen forest, all fly into the face
of any reasonable attempt to reduce the region’s ecological footprint.”

Mr Zeil concluded that Majura Road Realignment lacks the evidence-based vision that is
desperately needed, if Canberra is to stand a chance to become a model of a sustainable
city.

Contact: Jochen Zeil, Chair, North Canberra Community Council

Phone: 6125 5066 (bh) 6247 7515 (ah)

See northcanberra.org.au for NCCC submissions to Majura Parkway EIS and the Broadacre
study.
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Figure 3: 3 Proposed Majura Parkway Alignment, showing connections to the Federal and Monaro Highways and
its position relative to the existing Majura Road




